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MEMORANDUM**********

T0: The Board of 0iL, Gas, and Mining

FROM: Janes W. Snith, Jr. UJ&S

SUBJECT: Tentative Approval
Clyde R. Sanchez
Dusty #4 Mine
ACT/037 /03L

DATE: February 27, L979

The staff of the Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining has reviewed the
nining and recl.anation plan submitted by Mr. Clyde R. Sanchez for the
Dusty #4 Mine and feeLs that the plan meets the requirements of the Utah
Mined Land RecLanation Act. The Division seeks the Boardrs concurrence
for tentative approvaL and the amount of surety. The Division also
requests the Boardfs opinion on the forn of surety. An Executive
Sunnary is encLosed for your review and information.
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Clyde R. Sanchez

Dusty #4 Mine

ACT/037/03r

Section 55, Township 56 South,
Range 25 East

San Juan County, Utah

Feb'ruary 27 , L979



LOCATION:

This snal"1 previously existing underground uranium operation is located
in the NW% of Section 35, Township 36 South, Range 25 East, San Juan County,
Utah. It is located on the side of a mesa, Bug Point, overlooking Monunent
Canyon approximately 23 niles southwest of Dove Creek, Colorado at an elevation
of approxirnately 5700 feet.

SOILS AND GEOLOGY:

Soils in this area are limited and fall into a rock land association.
Bare rock comprises fron 50 to 75 percent of the area. Shallow and very
shallow soils over sandstone are estimated to be around 20 to 40 percent of
the area. The other 5 to 10 percent is conposed of deep and moderately deep
soiLs. Uranium is being nined in the Salt Wash Sandstone member of the
Morrison fornation from the Jurassic period.

HYDROLOGY:

There are no perennial streams adjacent to the mine. Howevet, ephemeral
washes and intennittent streans do drain the area during times of storn
runoff and snowrnelt. The najor imnediate drainage near the nine is Monument
Creek, a tributary of Montezuma Creek, which in turn is a tributary of the
San Juan River. Runoff in this area is high due to the sleep rocky terrain.
The normal annuaL precipitation ranges from 10-16 inches.

ECOLOGY:

Pinyon-juniper woodland is the major vegetation type,
understory species consisting of rabbitbrush, Mormon tea,
bunch wheatgrass, Indian ricegrass, and associated forbs.
the prirne Land use is for wildlife habitat. The Division
has included this area as critical deer winter-range.

STRUCTURES AND FACILITIES:

with the prinary
cliffrose, blue-
Other than nining,

of Wildlife Resources

The mine is a reactivation of a previously existing underground uraniun
operation which has been rnined periodically since the 1950rs. Approxinately
two acres of surface area has been disturbed consisting of a pad with a
40 foot incline and portaL, a 100 foot tramway, an ore stockpile, a waste
dump extending down into the canyon, and an access road. No buildings or
trail,ers are present at the site.

MINING AND RECLA},IATION:

During Operations:

1. Surface disturbances will be lirnited to previously existing surface
disturbances.

2. Access will be provided by an existing dirt road which will be
maintained as needed"
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3. Mining will be conducted in a safe, orderly, and niner-like
manneT.

After Operations:

1. Al1 extraneous debris, scrap netal, wood, and trash will either
be buried or renoved fron the site.

2. The portal. wilL be closed to prevent unauthorized or accidental
entry.

3. The pad and waste dunp will be regraded to a rounded naturally
draining configuration.

4. The disturbed surface areas will be revegetated with an approved
grass-shrub-legune seed nixture.

5. The access road will be left in a stabilized condition to aLlow
future access to the nine site.

IMPACTS:

Since this is a reactivation of a previously existing nine and the surface
disturbances have already occurred, there should not be any additionaL inpacts
to the surrounding environment. Designation of the area as critical deer
winter-range shouLd pose no probLen since weather conditions wiLl aLso linit .

nining activity during the winter rnonths.

SURETY ESTIMATE:

Surety for this operation was estimated to be $2,720.00, incl"uding
inflation factor for an anticipated 3 year nine life. Work included in
estimate consists of the folLowing:

a. RemovaL of trash, debris, and equipnent.

b. Closing the portal.

c. Regrading pad and waste-dunp.

d. Soil preparation and seeding.

e. Access road stabiLization.

f. Reeseeding if necessary.

APPLICATION HISTORY:

a5%
the

October 5, 1977

November 9, L977

Novenber 15, L977

Division received'Letter to Industrial Corunission
fron Mr. Sanchez indicating he was going to
cornmence nining. MR Forns sent to Mr. Sanchez

Division received MR Forms L and 2.

Division letter requesting map of surface faciLities.
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APPLICATION HISTORY CONT:

Novenber 21, L977 Division letter requesting directions to
mine site.

November 28, 1977 Division received surface facilities nap.

December 2, 1977 Division received mine access directions.

Decenber 7, 1977 Division field inspection perforned.

January 6, 1978 Division letter requesting additional infornation
for plan.

February 8, 1978 Division received revised MR Forns I and 2.

March 10, L978 Division request for nore information.

April 14, 1978 Letter fron Mr. Sanchez with question about
sealing portal versus leaving it open, with a
door.

April 18, L978 Division response requesting design specifica-
tions for portal door.

June 5, 1978 Division received soil test results.

JuIy 25, 7978 Division letter requesting door design.

Septernber 8, 7978 Division again requests door specifications
and connitnent to Rule M-10.

January 78, 7979 Another Division letter requesting same information.

February 6, L979 Received door design and MR Form 8 with request
for vafiance to Rule M-10(7)-Roads and Pads.

Feb'ruary 21, L979 Surety Estinated.

Februaty 26, L979 Letter to Mr. Sanchez regarding surety, M-10(7)
variance, and additionaL reconnendations for plan.

February 27, 1979 Executive Sumrnary written.
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OPERATOR:
I'III? NAME:
IOCATTCN:
COUrtllFI:
DASE:

Clyde R.
Dusty #4
Sec.35,
San Juan
2-21-79

DlvrsroN oF oil,, cAs, Al{D MINiNc

. 50ti-t'ES.ImATE

Sanchez
Mine
T. 365., R. 25E.

c.

A.

B.

D.

E.

Operaticn Anount ffa.te Cost

I CLEAI{-UP

| 1. FernovaL of structures & equitrxnent.
| 2- Remo'ra1 of trash & debris"
| 3. Ler.eling of ancill-ary fsciJ.itLes
I pad.s and. access roads.

| ,".*=nc & REccNionF.rNG

| 1. Eartir',rork lrrclu,iing haulage and
I grading of spoils, vaste and over-
i brrden"
| 2. 'Reco:itouring ot' highwalls and
i .*cavations-
I 3. Spreaciing of soil cr surficial

naterials"

STABfIIZATfO.T\i
L. Soil prepa;ation, srarification,

iert,il_izatio'n, etc.
2. Seecl.ing or planting.
3. Constrrrction of terraces, water-

bars, ete"

I,AtsOR

1, S::pertrisiou.
2. Labc:. exeiusi-,,-e of bul_Ioozer time.

SAFAIY
i. Eiectioa of r'en.-es, po.rbai cover-'i.ng::, etc, (portal Door)2" Renoval or neuti.alization of

ez-plosive or hazardcus rosteria.Is.

t,tctiI.IoRrNC
1. Ccnclnuir.g c.r pericdic monitcring,

sampllng & iesr,ing deened. necessaiy

o,nim
1. 5% inflation factor

Lunp sun
Included
Included

10 hours
cat tine

Included

Included

2 acres
Included
B above

10 hours
Incl.uded

portal

Lurnp sum

Reseeding
2 acres

year nine 1if,

1n

s00. 00

85.b0/hr

0O/ac

00/ac

10.00/hr

$ 1s0.00

$ 100.00

$2s
$ rso

150 eslac 
I

s00.00

8s0.00

s0.00

300.00

$

$

$

$ 100.0!

1s0.00

100.00

300.00

$

$

Subtotal $2,350.00

L.1,576 $ 370.00
Total $2,720.00

G.


